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l he soul of Trek's highly touted
transcontinental tourer, the 720, lives
on in the 520. In some ways this model
15 even better than its predecessor

I'rek discontinued the 720 in 86, re-
sponding to a flat touring market and in
creased demand for racing, triathlon,
and sport touring bikes. Just prior to
this it created the 520, a bike that
“climbs and corners like a European
(BicyeL,

wide-ra

road-racing machine"’
April "85) but had a

e triple
Meanwhile, the Granola Gang
held last rites for the demise of 2-wheeled
station WIEONS SUC h as the 720 a
cialized Expedition

50 here we are, 3 vears later,
ing another Trek 520, one that will no
doubt spur searches through musty closets
for dog-eared Bikecentennial maps and

crankset

nd Spe-

review-

tubes of patch glue not yet crystalized
lhe bed-and-breakfast set sull has s
low-geared sport model in the current tri-
ple-equipped Trek 400T. But, meanwhile,
the revamped $649 520, with its now gen-
tle geometry and extended wheelbase
stands ready for self-sufficient adventure
on the open road

| With 17.8-inch chainstays, there's am-

TREK 520

ple heel clearance for transcontinental-
size rear panniers. Such long stays, plus
an extended 41.6-inch wheelbase and a

larlk T arala T tha
slack 72-d angle, allow the

bike Lo
ment
No less than 3 countries are repre
sented in the Wisconsin-made frame,
which features Trek's patented, invest-
ment-cast dropouts and seat lug. A Tange
900 Japanese fork is matched to seat- and

virtually r rough pave

Indexed shifting is one waoy the Trek
520 is better than the veneroble Trek
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chainstays of American True Temper
chrome-n British Reynolds: 531 Com

:.--I'-III_L[ comprises the main

peLition-gauge

triangle (a

chowe

nade primarily for the
markel value of the familiar Reynolds de-
cal, says Trek's Harry Spehar)

The Trek is adequately rigid for loaded
touring and is more comfortable than the
Cannondale ST1000. With 50 pounds di-
vided 60/40% between the front and rear
panniers, the bike was controllable but
not as steady as the "Dale. Downhill stalom-
ing brought out a litle frame whip in
the rear triangle, but ne
handle

Since the 520 came with a Blackburn
4-point-mount rear rack but no front rack
(the fork is drilled for custom low-mount

we couldn’t

|~!l-'-'-‘-|. I also tried the bike sans front

with 15 pounds of soybeans
I handled the load with aplomb,
although the front end felt light. When [
switched all the beans to the front,
bingo—no frame whip and the bike han-

dled as 1t did unloaded

In deference 1o tourists who prefer a
slightly more upright position, our 22.5-

inch test bike came with a short 8-cm
stem. Stem length and handlebar v




Powerful brakes and fender clearance
with wide tires are touring necessities.

Comlinued from puge |94

vary with frame size. The 19.5-inch
model also comes with shorter 165-mm
crankarms, while all others get 170s, ac-
cording to Spehar. The 25.5-inch size
could use 175s

One of the 520's selling poinls is its ex-
cellent wheels, comprising Matrix rims,
hubs, and ures—all distributed by Trek's
Component Group. The Titan T rims,
American-made of 6061-T6 aluminum,
are solution heat-treated for strength and
hard-anodized a deep gray. These 550-
gram workhorses are similar to the popu-
lar Wolber model 58 touring rims in that
they use conventional single-wall con
struction rather than the modular double-
wall construction of most lightweight
sport clinchers. The rims are laced with
stainless steel 14-gauge spokes to Matrix
(Sanshin) sealed hubs and shod with Ma-
trix (IRC) 27x1!/s-inch tires rated at 95
psi. The frame is built to accept even
wider rubber in case the pavement runs
out before you reach your destination.

How is the 520 better than the old 7207
Its Shimano Deore derailleurs and Light-
Action down-tube levers with rear SIS
make the 720's Simplex front and Huret
Duopar rear changers—good componen-
try in their day—seem crude by compari-
son. Tourists who like the convenience of
bar-end shift levers lose out, though, be-
cause Shimano doesn't (yet) offer an in-
dexed version. SunTour does, however,
and Spehar said he'd consider spec’ing
his bike with & clicking bar-end lever for
'89.

Shimano's new Deore cantilever brakes
are also smoother, more efficient stoppers
than the old-style Shimano cantilevers on
the 720. The Avocet Gelflex touring sad-
dle with Spenco padding, while not as ¢le
gant as the 720°s Brooks leather secat, is
immediately comfortable

See specs on page 200,

Or funny Inaking.
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Call today 1-800-HOT GEAR, for our new 1988 color calalog.



Cannondale ST1000 Fork rake : __2.13in; 541 em  Freewheel _____ Shimono 600 b-speed
Trail _ 2.11 in.; 5.36 cm Components:
I_}Iih-lhdndhr: Country of Origin: United  \wheals: Pedals __ __ SunTour Superbe road with
Connondale Corp Stales ¥ Hubs e Sonshin olloy sealed, straps and nylon clips
7 Brookiide Ploce 5ugg‘llltd Retall Price: medium-flange, quick-release, Headset Stronglight Delta alloy,
Georgetown, CT 06829 51,050 126.mm rear axle sealed roller bearing
Sizes Avalloble: 19, 21, 23 [lested), 25 and 27.in., cen Spokes _____ 36, 14-gauge stainless,  Sealpast __ American Clossic
181+ lo-op : ; 3-cross front and rear  Saddle Brooks Team Fro, black
Welght: Frame, 4.30 Ibs.; fork, 1.75 Ibs.; complele bike Rims ____ Wolber Super Champion  Bar/stem MNitte Rondonneur 42-cm bar;
with rocks, 27 85 lbs Model 59, 27-in Mitto Technomic 10-cm stem
Frame: Large-diamatar, heal-irealed 4041 Th aluminum, Tires Michelin Hi-Lite Road, Brokes __ Dio-Compe 982 cantilevers,
NG welded, chrome.-maly lock 271" /e-in., 100 psi BRS aero levers
Wheelbase 41.60n.; 105.7 em Drivetrain: =
Seal whe e 22.6in.: 57.4 cm Derailleurs _ Shimano Deore with 515 rear, § 78 dd 50
Top tube 22.25in.; 56.5 cm Light Action 515 down-tube levers E 1 g 1 104
Head angle 72 degrees  Chain ______ Shimane Uniglide, block S
Seal angle 73.5 dug-'am Crankset __ Shimono Deors, 28/44/507 Biopoce l; | 430 Fi i
Chainstays 18 in.; 45.7 cm ch{,:nnng;_ 170-mm crankarms, E _w F __d_z | '5{?____ T4
Bottom bracket height ____ 10.5in.; 26.6 cm Deors bottom brockel 2 2 ) 54 bd
E_25 30 T T
S 10 25 39 el
e
Trek 520
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All of which is why the best 4

ammunition for an uphill
battle is Tri-Flow.

Trak Bicycls Corp

801 'W. Madisen S

Walsrloo, W 531594

Country of Origin: United

Slatas

Suggested Retall Price:

5649

Sizes Avallaoble: 19.5, 21, 22.5 (tesied), 24 ond 25.5-
in., cHnber-lo-canler

Walght: Frame, 4.55 lbs ; fork, 1.70 Ibs.; compleie bike,
26.25 los. with rear rock

Frama: Reynelds 531C main tubes, Trus Tempar chroms
moly stays, Tonge 00 fork blodes, investment-cast seat lug

ond dropouls

Wheslbose __ 41 bin.; 105.6 em
Seol ube o 228in.; 58 cm
Top tube 22.25in.; 56.5 ¢m
Head angle 72 degres:
Seal angle __ 72.5 degrees
Chainstays = 17.8 in.; 45.2 em
Bottom brackel height 10.9in.; 27.7 em
Fork roke 2.1in.:5.24 em
Trail 2.4 in.; 5.43 em
Wheals:

Hubs Malrix low-flange, quick-release,

sealed machanism, 126-mm rear axle

36, 1d.gauge slainless,

J-cross front and rear

Rims Matrix Titan T clincher, 550.gram,

heat-trealed, anodized, 27-in

Tires __ Matrix CD2 clincher, 27x1 i in., 95 psi
Drivetrain:

Spokes

Dergilleurs Shimano Deore 515, Light

Action down-lube lavers
Chain __ Shimana Uniglide, block
Crankset Shimano Biopoce, 28/44/50T,

170-mm crankarms, Shimano bottom brocket

Freewhes! Shimano Z silver, 6-ipeed
Components:
Pedals SR SP.100 wiih straps
and nylon ioe clips
Headset — Haotio stesl, ssalad
Seatpost = Dalta alloy 1-balt
Soddle ______ o Avocet Galflex M.20
Bar/stem 25 alloy bar, 42 em; alloy
stem, B-em
Brokes Shimano Deore MT-40 contilevers,
Light Action aero levers
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