"Workshop - All about Loaded Touring Bikes" in Bicycling, June 1983
(Includes areview of the Trek 720).

Sakae, Shimano, Sugino, SunTour, and
Takagi all displayed new lines of com-
ponents developed primarily for off-road
bicycles. Even Huret showed a handle-
bar-mounted ratchet shift lever to go with
their very competent Duopar derailleur

Don’ assume, however, that these new
components are only for klunkers. They
are also ideal for touring bikes. The level
of reliability in wide-range gearing com-
ponents has benefitted irom klunker bike
demands.

Indeed, one reason off-road Dikes are -
likely 10 do extremely well is that they
arer’t just for mountain descents by the
kamikaze set, Sales have grown rapidby,
partly because klunker bikes are filling a
major unforeseen market inside the cityy
lirruts,

Thanks o reduced public works bud-
gets, many city sireets have become ob-
stacle courses of failed pavement, pol-
holes, and broken glass. The bomber bike,
with its stable frame dimensions, soft nde,
nearly puncture-proof tires, and reliable
components fts into this jungle much
better than the raditional three-speed.

The lowest priced Klunker bikes, like
the 5140 Murray Baja, seem particularly
suited for city service, Fuji, Raleigh, and
Ross all showed low-end models with less
exotic gearing that At the needs of the
urban jungle.

Genuine Loaded Touring Bicycles

Il vou read all of our road tests, you've
noticed thal Bicycling has been conduct-
ing a low key campaign against the platy-
pus. Before you rush out 1o call the SPCA,
cur platypus is an upright, short-wheel-

* base racing frame, factory-equipped with
touring racks and a Iriple crankset.

In order to draw the line somewhere,

Cannondale's oversized-tube aluminum
touring frame was one of the show's
biggest attractions.
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we say a bike for loaded touring should
have a 41-inch minimum wheelbase, 1714

inch minimum chainstay, and 72-degres
maximum head tube angle. This is the
dividing line between a day-ripping frame
and a loaded touring frame. | also sus-

pect that at least some day-rrippers will®

prefer the solt stable ride of a real touring
frame

Why is chainstay lengih important? It's
part of the wheelbase, and a long chain-
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‘stay not uni;r makts for easier gear shift-

ing but also allows a greater portion of
= the panniers’ta be mounted farther for-
ward of the rear axle wmle still clearing
your heels.

% Our: campgign-is succeeding. There
‘mmmﬂtmﬂngh;qﬂesmmshw

They were easy i spot because the gap
between the seal tube and the rear tire is

_ three inches_or. 50. The key dimensions
., for the 23-inch f{_a;nel'm_qfl:l.el.s are’ shown

SUPERBIKES!
QFEFF-ROAD BICYSCLE SUPPLY

A division of MIME'S Carter
1801 4t San Redasy B4801

‘SEND FOR OUR 1983 CATALOGHT'S FREE !

Introducing the SUPERBIKES! Mountainbike Frameset.

| A1l Chrome-Moly Tugged construction with braze-ons for Cantilever brakes,

two water bottles,

In Silver, Sizes availanle:

rear rack, and cable guides.
19% or 214

Only $169.00 ea

STUMPJUMPER
New -umae Lugged Frane
411 Searings 4re Sesled’
Méw T1ZBS! Iﬁw. 1y

STUMPJUMPER SPORT

Mgw colors: fce 3lue ar Sylver
New Conponents!

Wew Siges: L&h, 1My, 214, 2

$749.00

o 19k, 214, 23, 24k

5495.90

RAM by Cycle P
yole fro
D.8. Chrome-Maly Tugin 54.39 00
Superte Tech Cmpunenn !
Sizes: 184 gr 204 Blue ar 51lver

DNEW] RIDGE RUNNER
Chromesioly foning witn $476.00
Zuperpe Tech compoments !

Slzes: 9%, 21h, Black or 5ilver

NEW! ALPINA SPORT by Unwega with 18 speeds
Fully Lugged Frame with Chrome- -Moly Tubing.
Available in Blue or Brown, Sizes:19%, 21, or 23

$379.00

We can customize any of these bikes to fit your needs.
WE pay shipping on ALL BIKES and orders over $50.00.

When sizing for an QFf-Road dike, allow 27 smaller frame size than, your
road bike or give your iniesm lgngth when ordering.

SHIMANO

grake Cantilevers==set of 4,
Brake Levers--set of 2
Thumy Shifters--secr of 2
Frant Derail lgur
Rear :-tratlleurs..............,,.
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MEW! Power Thump Shifrers
NEW! Mpunt Tecn Aear Derailleur.
HEW! Superpe Tech-Sealed

Rear G.T. Derailleur. ..., .28,
Tech Frant Deraillewr.. ... ... 9.
il=] Bearcrap Pedals.........29.

DIA-COMPE

Cantilever SrakesecsLevers

Jim Blackbumn

Ff=RoadRasr Racks
tiver.,. 27,98 Black..

HEW!

HEW!

NEW!
.29.95
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MEW! Mguntain H-Bar Bag
MEW! Mountain Stuff Bag
MEL! Mountain Pannigrg
. THESE ARF-THE BEST!

SPELIALIZED

IMEW! Sealled Bearing Hubs with
an USCORDITIONAL GUARAMTEE!
Salid Anlg=--pafir.......... 584,45
Wheels by Wheelsaith with
pecial ized Hubs, Araya TX Tims
ang D.T. Spokes--pair.,..116.08
NEW! 6.2 Guage Baefy Alloy Bottle Cages
. |5ilver, Black, Gola, Red or Blue...5.39
: LE!.I' S1ingshat Stem-alloy

d-x Bars-asd.or 111l;|'|- | g 1 = [
A, C, 8.
Bolt-on Cantilever Brake
Set.Fits Schwinn Cruisers
and Sidewinders. $49,95
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 and tires siimmed down (as narrowe as 27 x 1),
Many 1976 touring bicycles looked for all the
world like 1968 criterium racers.

n 1976, Bikecentennial celebrated the na-
tion's 200th birthday and launched thousamds
of riders on their first long-distance bicycle

19 /0 “Lounng beveles.

With one important difference, this new
breed was little more than 2 rediscovery of the
custom-built French touring bikes from build-
ers such as Alex Singer and Rene Herse that
experienced tourists vad been buying fur 30
years, The difference was that it was no longer

There are lots of intangibles that road-testers
struggie with, but my engineering
forces me 1o look for hard data. U've jound that
four key features characterize the loaded tcm- 1
ing bike:
® Heavy-duty wheels and tires o 5355.»_
Mln’wrmﬂ-? )

FRAME DETAILS, TEST BICYCLES

!Sﬂl

Wheel- | Chain- | Top | B.B. |Fork| Stem | Crank | Head Seat Frame
Tube | base | stay | Tube ]-[eight Rake | Length | Length | Angle Angle Material
in. in. in. | in. in. in. in. | (degrees) | (degrees) ;
Cannondale 240 | 427 178 | 233 | 104 21 40 6.7 720 73.5 Aluminum; Cr Mo Fork
$BI Expedition | 244 | 423 1727 1233 11 | 20 4.0 6.9 73.5 735 | Chrome Moly DB
Trek 720 255 425 | 185 [ 231 ] 106 | 20 ] 40 | 67 715 730 | Reynolds 531 DB
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in the Touring Bike Specifications table.

All five bikes have triple chainwheels.
All except the Cannondale have cantile-
ver brakes. All except the Fuji have a
complete selection of braze-ons for wa-
ter bottles and racks. -

Three of these bikes were real show-
stoppers. The Cannondale ST-300 is TIG-
‘welded from large-diameter aluminum
tubing, & la Klein. Everything was right
on target except the gearing, so | asked
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about it. Half an howr later, we had worked
oul & half-step plus geanny with a lower
low, and that's what you'll see on the pro-
duction versions.

The 3Bl Expedition is also equipped
very much to my tasle with three brazed-
on water bottle mounts and braze-ons for
Blackbum racks, including the Low Rider
in front, There's even internal wiring for
a Sanye bottom brackel-mount generatar,

The Trek 720 was Introduced last year

_ ™. Uxlk Huret Duopar

5 l?}'i‘ 720 700 x 35C SunTour MounTech

oags S (= 1)

72"‘_ Mxlw 31 SunTour Superbe Tech

: l_m1 2% Mxl% 2 SunTour Cyclone GT
1'|' hr Z’I'xl'!-'i 29 SunTour MounTech

as a frame and components kit for dealer-
assembly, and they sold so well that Trek
couldnt keep them in stock. The 1983
mode! is factory-assembled and comes
with a Blackburn rear rack and full braze-
ons, including a pair for a Low Rider front
rack.

Fuji, which has offered short-wheel- |
base “touring™ bikes in ils most expen-
sive models, joined the trend loward long
wheelbases for genuine touring bikes. The
Fuji Series [V is a new model for 1983,
Fuji's middle line bicycles have tradition-
ally been long of wheelbase and soft
riding. The Series [V extends this tradi-
tion a bit and adds cantilever brakes.

The 1983 Schwinn Voyageur and Voy
ageur 5P are entirely different from the
1982 models in both frame dimensions
and components. The 1983 models are
made in Japan and they are much closer
to loaded touring dimensicns. The 1982's
were platypii.

Raleigh of America

In April of last year Raleigh licensed -
their U.5. operation to Huffy Corporation.
It's now passible to report on how this is
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BarCon shifters are
reassuringly handy on
low-speed hill climbs.
Head tube sports pump

; headset is a Strong-
light/Speidel tapered
roller becring design.

Ele?anr investment-cast
seat lug simplifies assem-
bly, ensures alignment,
loaks beautiful.




and 20 rear. The downhill Bandling was rock:

solid, bt the ride waso't less harsh,
Cannondale suppliss’ Half 5tep-plus-
Granny gearing The Sun gear

4

test biles. [ feel that the iube-mounted
shift levers are brazed on two inches too
far down for a convenlent 1

The ST-500 has an paint job, but
. paint can't hide the slightty tubes. The
| bike is properly aligned. But every tube i
| bowed because of the imvolved in
| the heat treatment of aluminum. The dowm
: tube on the bike | recelve, for example, s
. ¥einch out at one and other tubes
benc Y-inch or 50. Also, the head tube on my
smple wasn't property There was a Vaa-
inch gap on one sikde of the qup. { Our tnformal
research indicates that this & 2 common prob-
lem with Cannondales. David Graham, the

the bike's low :.Idiunt
much for the Belleri lebars, however.
They are much too for hard riding, 1
commented on the brakes eprtier.

in sum, Cannondale set opt 0 build 2 multi-
purpose bicycle with touring frame dimen-
and racing bike stiffress. They sur
ceeded.  Some riders |appreciate  this
combination; they want all their energy to go
directly (o the wheels rather than lose any of
k with frame flex. In David Graham's words, “}
mmmﬁrimﬁqmﬂmhm
energy-inefficient drive

Paul, and | thought the bike was too stiff for
touring

!pﬂlmdhchilim
The Expedition is 2 bike o ride un-
kraded, and it's a superiativg load carrier. The
fat 700 x 35C tires set the tone. Gary Fisher
tried the bike out on his nBike test

signer Jim Merz has carefully balanced the Ex-
pﬁdillm tres against a quick-handling front

Th:!:pdﬂmnbed&&mynd:hlpunr
stilf ride, closer in character to that of the Can-

very heavy touring loads, In fact, I'd be
willing to try 60 pounds on the Expedition; I'd
be wary of riding the other rwo biles that way.

My 1983 Expedition had a Sugino TAT triple
crankset and an HKK Z chain, This was the

The Trek got the top rating from all three of
us by virtue of its incredibly comfortable ride
and great finish. The Reynolds 531 ST tubeset
soaks up every road bump, The major differ-
ence berween the Trek and the other wo
bikes lies in the Trek's lighter gauge forks and
stays. The bike has the comfort of a featherbed,
even with a brand new Brooks ieither saddle.
It's also the easiest bicycle (o rlde no hands, 2
tribute to its stability,

It's atso the most ex ive bi here,
and it looks it. Tim hmﬂc:ﬂum% bot-
tosm bracket details would grace anyone's cus-
tom bicycle.

Trek’s component selection shows care and
attention. No onz but 2 dedicated gear freak
would go to the trouble of mixing so many
brands of drivetrain gear: SunTour BarCon shif-
ters, 1 Simplex front derailleur, and a Huret
Duopar rear derailleur. But the Maillard Hell-
comatic rear sproclets didn't shift as positively
28 the SunTour sprockets on the Cannondale.
The Speidel roller bearing headset and the Shi-
wmnmwmmum

| tried the Trek with 30 pounds in the rear
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gear every time my cadence fll below 60 rpm.

I'm convinced that's the secret of loaded hill |

climbing for noa-masochists.

Finally, about the time you read this, I'll be !
touring in the United Kingdom, from Land's

End to John o'Groats, with two fiends. They'll

be on SBI Expeditions, and I'll be on 2 brand -
new Columbine which will incorporate every- -

thing 1 learned from this test Sec you on the
open road O
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course, and he was impressed. Expedition de- | Tallwind pannier and 20 pounds up front. The |
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